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the alienation and the breaking down of sociality

nd Read-in): Amidst
at “the world will not be saved'—how do you

DD/K/R-1 (Display Distribute, Kunci a

in comImon life—1n acknowledgement of the fact th

see the remaking of the human spirit?
away to remake the human gpirit. When 1

wrote Mushroom qt the End of the World: On the possibility of Life in Capitalist Ruins, many people
came and wanted me t0 endorse hope as 8l almost Christian universal principle, and I did not feel
with that. Even though the book is trylng to argue some ways that people can navigate

¢ of holding onto hope like it was some abstract pr'mcip\e. One of the
the Satoyama revitalisation movernent in Japan was

ans and that it caused an intense

AL-T (Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing): The art of noticing 1s, 1think,

comfortable
the ruins, [ don't think it's & matte
things that 1was really inspired by wrorking with
their sense that to be human you needed to be wrorking with non-hum
form of clienation when people stopped doing that. That was Very inspiring for me. There ig a sense

where we need non-hurmans in our lives—theyTe going to be there whether we like it or not—and that

we need to acknowledge them.
1started working on pathogenic fungl to argue thatinft
fact fungl and hurmans are the two organisms that have cause
e, the fungus that's causing

working together in sorme way or another. For exampl
illing frogs around the world. But the reason that it's kiling

right now is this Bd chytrid fungus that'sk
s and send them around the

frogs O quickly is that they put all of these diseased frogs o1t airplane
ilding projects. for eating, otc.—and then they escape and go off

world—they e used for community -bu

and kill all the local frogs. The fungus itgelf doesnt g0 anywhere, you have to move it with the frogs.

My point is, in terms of the remaking of the human gpirit, 1 feel an obligation to tell some terrible
tell terrible

and terrifying stories, as well as some hopeful stories—to ask if there's a way that we can
stories in ways thatare ¢ people prant to notice, to linger, to stay with

areful enough that they will make
these problems rather than to turth away. After WO hrooms and offering some

rking on matsutake mus
really positive understandings of fungus Or fungal ¢ to worry that the view L was
giving was too bright and that it was just related to the ethnographic materials that 1 was working O 1
ings—plants in part

started to think about pathogenic fungi—that ig, the fungl that kills th jcular, but also
animals, and us- The argument against telling bad stories is that people will turn away, S0 my challenge
al would be how can you tell these stories SO well that people will continue

gct not all fungi have peneficial affects. In

d the most extinction, and generally by
the most extinctions

onnections, 1 started

ag an artist and intellectu

paying attention”?
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Living Amidst the Ruins
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m self-awareness a
ards the commmons Ne

nd Moten's suggestion)
avoid exploitatio

istic of the latent co

mong those in such relation,
gate the scale of the latent
» How much latency (or
n? Is there
mmons 18

o
2ANH ST
cept of 4 latent commons require a for

and can the thought of working more actively tow

gitive ‘undercommons’ (as per Harney &
der to rmaintaln non- destructiveness and

the hidden oI dormant? 1f one character
ot does it mean to make it visible?

DD/K/R-1: Does the con

or even fu
opacity) is required in of
something to custain with

thatitis undeveloped, wh
e only COMIMONS

mbarrassing that th
ortunities for collaborations,

d1thinkits right for our
cad recently that with most of the most deadly diseases
that we Know, it's not the actual organisms necessarily that make people sick, but rather the disease
nvironments, that is, the transformed landscapes made by hurman infrastructures. That's back to the
1 the infrastructure and the entity, that to make those diseases a5 deadly as they
omething, and theyre involved in the kinds of human infrastructures that we're

antial. It's almost &
ome and offers obP
me up with, an

AL-T:1wish that the latent commons Were more subst
that 1 can think of 1s & kind of commons thatis yetto ¢
for oppormmties that we might pick up oD It's the best 1 can €0

rimes, but it's not wildly enthusiastic. 1justrt

e
Kkind of pact betwee

are you have to dos
tain

erms, there were cet

making gvailable for them.
Whereas in the 2Q™ century wWe isolated the good germs from the bad g
ast thought we didn't want to put up with them, and we just
se the most dangerous wWays to

types of bacteria, for example, where Wej

wiped thern gl out, wiping out
wipe out your enemies human
o1l that activity. Tt turned out no
'mfrastmcmra\ activities. [know that'sa
what we have to work with.

safe despite
all of those
g the starting

those things and our willingness to U
and non human allowed you to imagine
t to be true. It rurned out that there's nO

little discouraging as & thing t

that you might be
place t0 hide from
o say, but at leastit

g, or self-

place for
progress to 8 comin

t thisideaofa Natent commons, does it imply that 1t should

DD/K/R-i: Bu
scaling O

realisation, ot f some sort?

the most barren places, with pieces of
f the human ones it seemns to e

e in your family and
just

surrounded, even in
man, and that in terms O

Americans do, that your only allies ar
nderstanding of our

e thing is that 1think that all of us are
s, human and non-hu
imagining as many
anjust die and you don't care. So our v

AL-T:On
the latent CcOTIMOT

that we have to stop
that everyone elseC

potemial allies as
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Lining Amidst the Ruirs
it's the same. Actually all around us are

ms of non-nhumans,
fhow animals and

lutionary history ©
ay Or ano
we just have to f1
them

plants and fungl,
ther. Even in 0ut intestines. YOu
gure out how to hold
be destroyed by

numans really has to get 2 lot broader. In ter

holocene fragments, places wrhere the long €vo
ig all manage o live together in some W

o We are in these spaces of collaboration,
ture them, and pay gttention to ther, and to not let

rojects that are arou

all manners of bacter
could start right ther
onto them, build them, BUr

some of the powerful infrastructural P

nd us.

a2 “\\_E-%‘ﬁoi\M oj&7tel oA

L As Rale
A AASAS in Ahe
f instances where arfists

1dn't help but think 0
lued areas, and engageina

g gs artists, We cou
ecially often rmderdeveloped or underva
hbourhood or a certain ared, which then becomes

to revitalise & neig
ropriates these gestures for different purposes- The
haps due to alack of noticing, gets imp\icated
atives as @ kind of re-evaluation of
glue? This question follows the
wrhereby atthe end of the
these situations are

egl estate value. The

DD/K/R-i: Speaking frorm our position
enter into a community, €SP

s of activities that serve
ol enters and re-2pP

that the artist, peT
rtists to create narr

ally economic v
mushroom,
mmodity. Artists in

tting absorbed into expensiverl
the nuance of th

do we maintain
optimism (whichis of course
attention to detail? Do you see a role for artists
d regeneration? What

commodification ai
thinkers be; what types of spores should we

serie
gentrrﬁed. Private capit
problemm with this of cOuTse is

o Isitpossible for a

in this kind of dialogue.
rdised forms of value, especl
th the matsutake

other, more standa
drum that arises Wi
pecific kind of co

same sort of conutt
line a foraged fungus
(ly won

producing rea
question is maybe then somethl

people have this tendency to €8S
and necessary), now do we resus
in this matrix of noticing, middlemen,
could some of our aims & anthropolog'rsts/

seek to spawn?

becomes avery s
derful things. before ge
ng like: how
entialise and bring
citate this kind of
translation,

e narrative when
glgo very hurnan

g artists/

nd what

man perspective a
be possib\e

inking. Would it
ntemporary

ix with the

stion of the non-hu

rhiza into our th
pective in our €O

atience in order to M

stion through aqueé

g the mode of yCcor

ven a ”post—anthropocene” pers

e needs 0 acquire p
otice them in the city?
ink of indiv'rdua\s,

AL-T: Letmetry and answer thatque
can be brought about by introducin:
forusto imagine this non-human or €
inst'rmtionalisedlives in the urban sphere? Onl

rmulti-species other, but how canl we learntoevenn
When we think onlty with humans and other animals, We th
think with m\]chorrizal fungi, those fungi that only live through th

but when you

eir interaction W

ith plants, you have
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Living Amidst the Ruins
d with one another

dand interconnecte
d communities as

so deeply intertwine
making landscapes ai

gls. Organisms aré
hips and encounters that are always
clations that make something emerge:

to think with ther
ting as well. If you only think about the buildings and the
that have nothing to do

t residents of
he end of it, rather than

e owner and that'st
complex where they had

e of

o think across individu
that it's the set of relations
they will together. S0 that's Wiy its good
1think it can relate inthe urban set

real estate, and then imagine the people as jus
with each other, once they buy the ap qrtment they are th
thinking of the relations thataré involved. Theard a talk about an gpartment

tried to put in some green space gnd it had allowed kids d they putina coupl
trees, and the gquthor of the talk wa + outdoor space really made @ difference in terms

s arguing that tha
of building & community- That sp denigrated because mostly immigrants live in it

ace has beenl really
and it's considered & poor space that they wantto knock dOwT. The author was arguing that instead
you need tolook at \nities that have estate value.

the kinds of cormnm built up there, rather than the real
One of the things that artists do ig refuse some of the universalisations that policy makers want
s into, to show us what matters na particu\ar p\ace~based

t, 80

understanding of what's going o
ew project Teral Atlas, gboriginal elders’

given apartments

to play outside, an

too can the song "Genjer Genjer.

to push
painting can do tha

Inmy o

aredsto] On WMWNWUW\

we want to return 1o relates to the notio
gtion as the conversion of feral resources into standardised un
d in halting or throwing & wrench in the flow of goods than with allowing
1l consideration of whatis developing along the way.
ntial of mistranslation in this sense might be?

n of translation and thinking of

DD/K/R-i: One of the questions that
transl its of comrmerce. In your work
seem less intereste
with this more caref

then, what the pote

you
things to proceed but

This led us to wonder,
ure that Barthes

post- colonial literat

AL-T:I'm very interested in two \iteratures on tra
ong with imperial rule. Thereisa wonderful book written

used with the jdea that mistranslation goes al

by Lydia Liu, aliterature scholar, called Translingual Practices, in which she argues that in the imperial

relations between Britain and China translation played a really important role in dominafion. The

reason China became dorninated by the West in part had to do with practices of translation. So that

tion for her are glways tied, and she goes through geveral Chinese words that you
lated sO strangely into English that they caused

power gnd transla
don't know if intentionally or unmtentionall\] are trans
vents. Perhaps the most farmnous one that's not in that book but in one thatl edited called
thatin English 18 translated as "parbarian’ which so offended the

about a word
lence that might not have happened otherwise.

nslation. Oneis the

huge pohtica\ e
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The second literature o1l transla

ith folks like Bruno

science studies W
d an clectric MO

prhen an engineer an
translation. gome of that stuff that

could call that rranslation. | think
really influenced by Shiho Satsuka's
it's really helpful for seeing these tW
translation that's tied up in po

way that those form nNetwo

see the ways that both poW

we navigate the world.

AL-T: The indeterminacy narrative i

everyone that we
that starts t0 fall apar
Indeterminacy becomes in
need to make the m

we do
oined progres

was a teenager, 1j

granted the kind of "Pro

my commitments,
United States, W€ are having to
movements. There
nave to take advantage o
Indeterminacy i
coalitions really seriously.
As great

as best we ca
thinking of pretty hard
single stroke? 1 think that so

this day, butl thi
yrhat officials are working o

they're still hooked on thatt

result.

1 was talking about
es together work real

these two literatur
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